
Fact Sheet #07 

A total of 187 bird species have been 
recorded in the Roxby Downs region 
(within a 50km radius) over the past 23 
years.  Arid Recovery has recorded 98 
species of birds since the reserve was 
established in 1997.  

Nocturnal bird numbers inside the reserve 
(particularly Tawny Frogmouth, Boobook and 
Barn Owls) have increased over the last decade 
and this has been likely due to the increase in 
small mammal numbers inside the Arid Recovery 
Reserve.   

The bird list on the following page includes a 
column which indicates whether a bird is seen 
commonly, is uncommon or is rarely seen.  
There is also another column which indicates the 
habits of the bird including whether or not the 
bird is a resident (lives and breeds in the area), 
vagrant (sometimes seen in the area during good 
seasons) or migratory (migrate through the area).  
Resident and commonly observed birds in the 
area are Zebra Finches, Crested Pigeons, Black 
Kites, Wedge-tailed Eagles, Bluebonnets, Willie 
Wagtails, Little Crows, Australian Ravens, Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeaters and Singing Honeyeaters. 

Habitat plays a major part in the distribution of 
birds.  Birds commonly seen on gibber plains and 
flat areas include the White-winged Fairy-wren 
and Richard’s Pipit.  Other species observed 
predominantly on sand-dunes and sand-plains 
include the White-browed Babbler, Splendid and 
Variegated Fairy-wrens, and Thornbills.  

Common birds of the Mulga/Myall woodland 
areas include the Mulga Parrot, Bluebonnet, 
Crested Pigeon, Grey Butcherbird, Crested 
Bellbird, Thornbills and the Ground Cuckoo-
shrike. 

The time of year can play a major role with bird 
distribution.  Many species move into the 
region at different times of the year.  The 
White-winged Triller and the Rainbow Bee-
eater visit each year during the spring and 
summer months.  The Rainbow Bee-eater 
migrates from the north of Australia and New 
Guinea where it spends the winter.  Rainfall can 
also have a huge impact on what birds are 
present.  Following periods of high rainfall the 
lush vegetation can attract a whole host of birds 
into the area.     These include the Brown and 
Rufous Songlarks, Budgerigahs, Cockatiels, 
Orange and Crimson Chats, Diamond Doves,  
Pied Honeyeaters and  waterbirds. 

The town and mine also influence the species of 
birds observed in the area, through increased 
water, roosting sites, food sources and amenity 
plantings.  Some bird species, such as the 
White-plumed Honeyeater, colonised the town 
after the establishment of amenity plantings.  
Many waterbirds are attracted to the sewer 
ponds and other permanent water.  Feral 
species have also moved into the area with the 
most abundant being the House Sparrow.  

Birds of Roxby Downs 

Find Out More 
Read, J.L. and Ebdon, R (1998). Australian Bird Watcher 17: 234-244  

Read, J.L, Ebdon F.R. and Donohoe, P. (2000). S. Aust. Orn. 33: 71-83  
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Crimson Chat 

Photo: David Webb 

Brown Falcon 

Photo: Travis Gotch 

Red Capped Robin 

Photo: David Webb 



A
ri

d 
Re

co
ve

ry
 F

ac
t 

Sh
ee

t 
#0

7 
Bi

rd
s 

of
 R

ox
by

 D
ow

ns
 

   
  A

bu
nd

an
ce

: C
 =

 c
om

m
on

, S
 =

 sp
ar

se
, R

 =
 ra

re
.  

  H
ab

it:
 R

 =
 re

si
de

nt
, M

 =
 m

ig
ra

to
ry

, V
 =

 v
ag

ra
nt

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
E

m
u 

C
 

R
 

48
 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

H
ob

by
 

S 
V

 
95

 
D

ia
m

on
d 

D
ov

e 
S 

V
 

14
2 

W
ill

ie
 W

ag
ta

il 
C

 
R

 
2 

G
re

at
 C

re
st

ed
 G

re
be

 
R

 
M

 
49

 
B

ro
w

n 
Fa

lc
on

 
C

 
R

 
96

 
C

om
m

on
 B

ro
nz

ew
in

g 
S 

R
 

14
3 

R
es

tle
ss

 F
ly

ca
tc

he
r 

R
 

V
 

3 
H

oa
ry

-h
ea

de
d 

G
re

be
 

C
 

M
 

50
 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

K
es

tr
el

 
C

 
R

 
97

 
Fl

oc
k 

B
ro

nz
ew

in
g 

R
 

V
 

14
4 

C
hi

rr
up

in
g 

W
ed

ge
bi

ll 
C

 
R

 
4 

A
us

tr
al

as
ia

n 
G

re
be

 
S 

M
 

51
 

St
ub

bl
e 

Q
ua

il 
S 

V
 

98
 

C
re

st
ed

 P
ig

eo
n 

C
 

R
 

14
5 

C
in

na
m

on
 Q

ua
ilt

hr
us

h 
C

 
R

 
5 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

Pe
lic

an
 

S 
M

 
52

 
L

itt
le

 B
ut

to
n-

qu
ai

l 
S 

V
 

99
 

G
al

ah
 

C
 

R
 

14
6 

W
hi

te
-b

ro
w

ed
 B

ab
bl

er
 

C
 

R
 

6 
D

ar
te

r 
S 

M
 

53
 

Pl
ai

ns
-w

an
de

re
r 

R
 

V
 

10
0 

L
itt

le
 C

or
el

la
 

C
 

R
 

14
7 

C
he

st
nu

t-
cr

ow
ne

d 
B

ab
bl

er
 

R
 

R
 

7 
G

re
at

 C
or

m
or

an
t 

S 
M

 
54

 
Sp

ot
te

d 
C

ra
ke

 
S 

M
 

10
1 

M
aj

or
 M

itc
he

ll 
R

 
V

 
14

8 
C

la
m

or
ou

s 
R

ee
dw

ar
bl

er
 

S 
V

 
8 

Pi
ed

 C
or

m
or

an
t 

R
 

M
 

55
 

Sp
ot

le
ss

 C
ra

ke
 

R
 

M
 

10
2 

Pu
rp

le
-c

ro
w

ne
d 

L
or

ik
ee

t 
R

 
V

 
14

9 
Li

ttl
e 

G
ra

ss
bi

rd
 

S 
V

 
9 

Li
ttl

e 
B

la
ck

 C
or

m
or

an
t 

S 
M

 
56

 
B

ai
llo

n'
s 

C
ra

ke
 

R
 

M
 

10
3 

C
oc

ka
tie

l 
S 

V
 

15
0 

R
uf

ou
s 

So
ng

la
rk

 
S 

V
 

10
 

Li
ttl

e 
Pi

ed
 C

or
m

or
an

t 
S 

M
 

57
 

B
uf

f-
ba

nd
ed

 R
ai

l 
R

 
M

 
10

4 
B

ud
ge

ri
ga

h 
C

 
V

 
15

1 
B

ro
w

n 
So

ng
la

rk
 

S 
V

 
11

 
Pa

ci
fic

 H
er

on
 

S 
M

 
58

 
B

la
ck

-t
ai

le
d 

N
at

iv
e 

H
en

 
S 

M
 

10
5 

M
ul

ga
 P

ar
ro

t 
C

 
R

 
15

2 
Sp

le
nd

id
 F

ai
ry

-w
re

n 
S 

R
 

12
 

W
hi

te
-f

ac
ed

 H
er

on
 

C
 

M
 

59
 

D
us

ky
 M

oo
rh

en
 

R
 

M
 

10
6 

B
lu

eb
on

ne
t 

C
 

R
 

15
3 

V
ar

ie
ga

te
d 

Fa
ir

y-
w

re
n 

C
 

R
 

13
 

N
an

ke
en

 N
ig

ht
 H

er
on

 
R

 
M

 
60

 
Pu

rp
le

 S
w

am
ph

en
 

S 
M

 
10

7 
B

ou
rk

e'
s 

Pa
rr

ot
 

C
 

R
 

15
4 

W
hi

te
-w

in
ge

d 
Fa

ir
y-

w
re

n 
C

 
R

 
14

 
In

te
rm

ed
ia

te
 E

gr
et

 
R

 
M

 
61

 
B

ro
lg

a 
S 

R
 

10
8 

Sc
ar

le
t-c

he
st

ed
 P

ar
ro

t 
R

 
V

 
15

5 
Th

ic
k-

bi
lle

d 
G

ra
ss

w
re

n 
R

 
R

 
15

 
C

at
tle

 E
gr

et
 

R
 

M
 

62
 

Eu
ra

si
an

 C
oo

t 
C

 
M

 
10

9 
B

lu
e-

w
in

ge
d 

Pa
rr

ot
 

R
 

V
 

15
6 

R
uf

ou
s 

Fi
el

dw
re

n 
S 

R
 

16
 

G
re

at
 E

gr
et

 
S 

M
 

63
 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

B
us

ta
rd

 
S 

R
 

11
0 

W
es

te
rn

 R
in

gn
ec

k 
R

 
V

 
15

7 
W

hi
te-

th
ro

at
ed

 G
er

yg
on

e 
R

 
V

 
17

 
Li

ttl
e 

Eg
re

t 
R

 
M

 
64

 
M

as
ke

d 
L

ap
w

in
g 

C
 

M
 

11
1 

O
rie

nt
al

 C
uc

ko
o 

R
 

V
 

15
8 

In
la

nd
 T

ho
rn

bi
ll 

S 
R

 
18

 
G

lo
ss

y 
Ib

is 
S 

M
 

65
 

B
an

de
d 

L
ap

w
in

g 
S 

M
 

11
2 

Pa
lli

d 
C

uc
ko

o 
S 

V
 

15
9 

C
he

st
nu

t-
ru

m
pe

d 
T

ho
rn

bi
ll 

C
 

R
 

19
 

Sa
cr

ed
 Ib

is
 

S 
M

 
66

 
G

re
y 

Pl
ov

er
 

R
 

M
 

11
3 

B
la

ck
-e

ar
ed

 C
uc

ko
o 

R
 

V
 

16
0 

Y
el

lo
w

-r
um

pe
d 

T
ho

rn
bi

ll 
S 

R
 

20
 

St
ra

w
-n

ec
ke

d 
Ib

is 
S 

M
 

67
 

R
ed

-k
ne

ed
 D

ot
te

re
l 

S 
M

 
11

4 
H

or
sf

ie
ld

s 
B

ro
nz

e-
cu

ck
oo

 
S 

V
 

16
1 

So
ut

he
rn

 W
hi

te
fa

ce
 

C
 

R
 

21
 

R
oy

al
 S

po
on

bi
ll 

R
 

M
 

68
 

R
ed

-c
ap

pe
d 

D
ot

te
re

l 
S 

M
 

11
5 

B
ar

n 
O

w
l  

R
 

R
 

16
2 

V
ar

ie
d 

Si
te

lla
 

S 
V

 
22

 
Y

el
lo

w
-b

ill
ed

 S
po

on
bi

ll 
S 

M
 

69
 

B
la

ck
-f

ro
nt

ed
 D

ot
te

re
l 

C
 

M
 

11
6 

B
oo

bo
ok

 O
w

l 
S 

R
 

16
3 

Sp
in

y-
ch

ee
ke

d 
H

on
ey

ea
te

r 
 

C
 

R
 

23
 

B
la

ck
 S

w
an

 
C

 
M

 
70

 
In

la
nd

 D
ot

te
re

l 
C

 
R

 
11

7 
A

us
tr

al
ia

n 
O

w
le

t N
ig

ht
ja

r 
R

 
V

 
16

4 
Si

ng
in

g 
H

on
ey

ea
te

r 
C

 
R

 
24

 
Fr

ec
kl

ed
 D

uc
k 

S 
M

 
71

 
B

la
ck

-w
in

ge
d 

St
ilt

 
C

 
M

 
11

8 
Sp

ot
te

d 
N

ig
ht

ja
r 

S 
R

 
16

5 
Y

el
lo

w
-th

ro
at

ed
 M

in
er

 
C

 
R

 
25

 
A

us
tra

lia
n 

Sh
el

du
ck

 
S 

M
 

72
 

B
an

de
d 

St
ilt

 
S 

M
 

11
9 

T
aw

ny
 F

ro
gm

ou
th

 
S 

R
 

16
6 

G
re

y-
fr

on
te

d 
H

on
ey

ea
te

r 
R

 
V

 
26

 
Pa

ci
fic

 B
la

ck
 D

uc
k 

C
 

M
 

73
 

R
ed

-n
ec

ke
d 

A
vo

ce
t 

C
 

M
 

12
0 

R
ed

-b
ac

ke
d 

K
in

gf
is

he
r 

S 
M

 
16

7 
W

hi
te

-p
lu

m
ed

 H
on

ey
ea

te
r 

C
 

R
 

27
 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

G
re

y 
T

ea
l 

C
 

M
 

74
 

R
ud

dy
 T

ur
ns

to
ne

 
R

 
M

 
12

1 
Sa

cr
ed

 K
in

gf
is

he
r 

R
 

V
 

16
8 

W
hi

te
-f

ro
nt

ed
 H

on
ey

ea
te

r 
R

 
V

 
28

 
C

he
st

nu
t T

ea
l 

S 
M

 
75

 
G

re
en

sh
an

k 
S 

M
 

12
2 

R
ai

nb
ow

 B
ee

-e
at

er
 

C
 

M
 

16
9 

Pi
ed

 H
on

ey
ea

te
r 

S 
V

 
29

 
A

us
tra

la
si

an
 S

ho
ve

le
r 

S 
M

 
76

 
La

th
am

's 
Sn

ip
e 

R
 

M
 

12
3 

Fo
rk

-t
ai

le
d 

Sw
ift

 
R

 
V

 
17

0 
B

la
ck

 H
on

ey
ea

te
r 

R
 

V
 

30
 

Pi
nk

-e
ar

ed
 d

uc
k 

C
 

M
 

77
 

Ea
st

er
n 

C
ur

le
w

 
R

 
M

 
12

4 
W

hi
te

-b
ac

ke
d 

Sw
al

lo
w

 
C

 
R

 
17

1 
C

ri
m

so
n 

C
ha

t 
C

 
V

 
31

 
W

oo
d 

D
uc

k 
C

 
M

 
78

 
W

oo
d 

Sa
nd

pi
pe

r 
R

 
M

 
12

5 
W

el
co

m
e 

Sw
al

lo
w

 
C

 
R

 
17

2 
O

ra
ng

e C
ha

t 
C

 
V

 
32

 
H

ar
dh

ea
d 

C
 

M
 

79
 

M
ar

sh
 S

an
dp

ip
er

 
S 

M
 

12
6 

B
ar

n 
Sw

al
lo

w
 

R
 

V
 

17
3 

W
hi

te-
fr

on
te

d 
C

ha
t 

C
 

V
 

33
 

M
us

k 
D

uc
k 

S 
M

 
80

 
R

ed
-n

ec
ke

d 
St

in
t 

S 
M

 
12

7 
Fa

ir
y 

M
ar

tin
 

S 
V

 
17

4 
G

ib
be

rb
ir

d 
R

 
V

 
34

 
B

lu
e-

bi
lle

d 
D

uc
k 

R
 

M
 

81
 

Sh
ar

p-
ta

ile
d 

Sa
nd

pi
pe

r 
S 

M
 

12
8 

Tr
ee

 M
ar

tin
 

S 
V

 
17

5 
St

ria
te

d 
Pa

rd
al

ot
e 

R
 

V
 

35
 

Le
tte

r-w
in

ge
d 

K
ite

 
R

 
V

 
82

 
C

ur
le

w
 S

an
dp

ip
er

 
S 

M
 

12
9 

R
ic

ha
rd

's
 P

ip
it 

C
 

V
 

17
6 

M
is

tle
to

eb
ir

d 
S 

R
 

36
 

B
la

ck
-s

ho
ul

de
re

d 
K

ite
 

S 
V

 
83

 
C

om
m

on
 S

an
dp

ip
er

 
R

 
M

 
13

0 
B

la
ck

-f
ac

ed
 C

uc
ko

o-
sh

ri
ke

 
C

 
V

 
17

7 
H

ou
se

 S
pa

rr
ow

 
C

 
R

 
37

 
B

la
ck

 K
ite

  
C

 
R

 
84

 
R

ed
 K

no
t 

R
 

M
 

13
1 

G
ro

un
d 

C
uc

ko
o-

sh
ri

ke
 

S 
V

 
17

8 
Z

eb
ra

 F
in

ch
 

C
 

R
 

38
 

W
hi

st
lin

g 
K

ite
 

C
 

R
 

85
 

B
la

ck
-t

ai
le

d 
G

od
w

it 
R

 
M

 
13

2 
W

hi
te

-w
in

ge
d 

T
ri

lle
r 

 
S 

V
 

17
9 

St
ar

lin
g 

S 
V

 
39

 
C

ol
la

re
d 

Sp
ar

ro
w

ha
w

k
 

S 
R

 
86

 
O

rie
nt

al
 P

ra
tin

co
le 

R
 

V
 

13
3 

R
ed

-c
ap

pe
d 

R
ob

in
 

S 
R

 
18

0 
W

hi
te

-b
re

as
te

d 
W

oo
ds

w
al

lo
w

 
C

 
M

 
40

 
B

ro
w

n 
G

os
ha

w
k

 
S 

R
 

87
 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

Pr
at

in
co

le
 

S 
V

 
13

4 
H

oo
de

d 
R

ob
in

 
R

 
R

 
18

1 
M

as
ke

d 
W

oo
ds

w
al

lo
w 

S 
V

 
41

 
W

ed
ge

-t
ai

le
d 

ea
gl

e 
C

 
R

 
88

 
Si

lv
er

 G
ul

l 
C

 
R

 
13

5 
Ja

ck
y 

W
in

te
r 

R
 

V
 

18
2 

W
hi

te
-b

ro
w

ed
 W

oo
ds

w
al

lo
w 

R
 

V
 

42
 

Li
ttl

e 
Ea

gl
e 

S 
R

 
89

 
W

hi
sk

er
ed

 T
er

n 
S 

M
 

13
6 

R
uf

ou
s 

W
hi

st
le

r 
S 

V
 

18
3 

B
la

ck
-f

ac
ed

 W
oo

ds
w

al
lo

w 
C

 
R

 
43

 
Sp

ot
te

d 
H

ar
ri

er
 

S 
V

 
90

 
G

ul
l-b

ill
ed

 T
er

n 
S 

M
 

13
7 

G
re

y 
Sh

ri
ke

-t
hr

us
h 

S 
R

 
18

4 
G

re
y 

B
ut

ch
er

bi
rd

 
C

 
R

 
44

 
Sw

am
p 

(M
ar

sh
) H

ar
rie

r 
S 

V
 

91
 

C
as

pi
an

 T
er

n 
S 

M
 

13
8 

B
la

ck
bi

rd
  

R
 

V
 

18
5 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

M
ag

pi
e 

C
 

R
 

45
 

B
la

ck
-b

re
as

te
d 

B
uz

za
rd

 
R

 
V

 
92

 
R

oc
k 

D
ov

e 
S 

R
 

13
9 

C
re

st
ed

 B
el

lb
ir

d 
C

 
R

 
18

6 
A

us
tr

al
ia

n 
R

av
en

 
C

 
R

 
46

 
B

la
ck

 F
al

co
n 

S 
V

 
93

 
Sp

ot
te

d 
Tu

rtl
e-

do
ve

 
R

 
V

 
14

0 
M

ag
pi

e-
la

rk
 

C
 

R
 

18
7 

L
itt

le
 C

ro
w 

C
 

R
 

47
 

Pe
re

gr
in

e 
Fa

lc
on

 
R

 
V

 
94

 
Pe

ac
ef

ul
 D

ov
e 

S 
R

 
14

1 
G

re
y 

Fa
nt

ai
l 

R
 

V
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bi

rd
s i

n 
bo

ld
 h

av
e 

be
en

 o
bs

er
ve

d 
in

 th
e 

Ar
id

 R
ec

ov
er

y 
re

se
rv

e.
  T

he
 R

ox
by

 D
ow

ns
 re

gi
on

 is
 w

ith
in

 a
 5

0k
m

 ra
di

us
 o

f R
ox

by
 D

ow
ns

. 
R

ea
d,

 J.
L.

 a
nd

 E
bd

on
, R

 (1
99

8)
. A

us
tr

al
ia

n 
B

ir
d 

W
at

ch
er

 1
7:

 2
34

-2
44

.  
 R

ea
d,

 J.
L,

 E
bd

on
 F

.R
. a

nd
 D

on
oh

oe
, P

. (
20

00
). 

S.
 A

us
t. 

O
rn

. 3
3:

 71
-8

3.
 


